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Dr. Monique Somma is an assistant professor and emerging scholar in the Department of 
Educational Studies at Brock University. Currently, she co-develops and teaches courses to teacher 
candidates on topics including child development, cognition and the inclusion of students with 
exceptionalities, in order to help prepare future teachers to effectively meet the needs of diverse learners
in the classroom. As an elementary school teacher herself, having taught special education and inclusive
classes for 15 years, she understands firsthand the challenges and the successes of working with children
with exceptionalities in the 20th century. Her research focuses on preschool to secondary educator
preparedness for inclusive education, from attitudes and beliefs to learning and practice, best practices for
creating inclusive classrooms and schools for students with exceptionalities, and how peer involvement
can enhance inclusion.
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