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Gillian Parekh is an Associate Professor and Canada Research Chair in the Faculty of Education at York 
University in Toronto, Ontario. 

Gillian is a former special education teacher and research coordinator with the Toronto District School 
Board. With a doctorate in Critical Disability Studies, Gillian has conducted extensive research with 
the Toronto District School Board in the areas of structural equity, special education, and academic 
streaming. Gillian is a member of Inclusive Education Canada’s Network of Associates. She has written 
commentaries for the IEC website and served as a facilitator and speaker at sessions organized by IEC. 
Gillian is also a member of the Canadian Research Centre on Inclusive Education. Her work explores 
how schools construct and respond to disability as well as organize students across programs.

Biography

Interests
Gillian approaches inclusive and special education from a social justice perspective and challenges 
current notions and praxis that lead to the stigmatization and segregation of students identified 
with exceptionalities. Her work seeks to deconstruct conceptions of normalcy and exceptionality 
by e  ploring the social relations of disability to demographic characteristics such as race, class, and 
gender.
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Consultation
Inclusive education policy; Large system implementation; 
Critical disability theory and how it relates to inclusive and 
special education; disproportionate representation in 
special education.

Contact
Email: gillianparekh@gmail.com
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