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Diane Richler chairs Inclusion International’s Catalyst for 
Inclusive Education. She is former chair of the International 
Disability Alliance and past president of Inclusion International 
and was Director of the Roeher Institute and Executive Vice-
President of the Canadian Association for Community Living.  
She is co-chair of the GLAD network Inclusive Education Working 
Group and was a member of the expert group reviewing the draft 2020 UNESCO Global 
Education Monitoring Report (GEM). 
 

Diane played a leadership role in Canadian and international strategies to promote inclusive 
education. She was one of the civil society leaders in the negotiation of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and was actively involved in the 
development of the CRPD Committee General Comment 4 on inclusive education.  

She was an Erasmus Mundus Visiting Academic of the European Union in inclusive education. 
She is a Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation International Fellow, member of the Order of Canada 
and the Order of Manuel Guerrero of Panama. She has been an invited speaker and consultant 
to governments and multi-lateral agencies in over 50 countries.  

Interests: Human rights; policy; role of families and family organizations  
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Centre for Human Rights and Humanitarian law, American University Washington 
College of Law, 2017 

• Richler, D., “Systemic Barriers to Inclusion”, (2012) in Boyle, Chris and Topping, Keith, 
What Works in Inclusion, Open University Press: Berkshire, England.  

• Richler, D. and Porter, G., ““Diversity, Equity and Inclusion: A Challenge and an 
Opportunity”, (2011) In Exploring Inclusive Educational Practices Through Professional 
Inquiry, Editors: Porter & Smith, Pages 15- 30. SENSE Publishing: Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands.  

• Richler, D., Commentaries on Case Studies, (2011) in Porter G and Smith, D., Exploring 
Inclusive Educational Practices Through Professional Inquiry, SENSE Publishing: 
Rotterdam, The Netherlands.  

• Richler, D., Inclusive Education: The Way of the Future: Approaches, Scope and Content, 
(2008) Paris: UNESCO.  

• Richler, D., The Meaning of the CRPD and the Role of the Family in the Lives and Future 
of Children and Youth with Disabilities, (2008) RI/ UNICEF, One in Ten, v. 28, 2008.  

Consultation: Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; advocacy for 

inclusive education; role of family organizations in inclusive education.  

Contact: dianer@cacl.ca  

 


